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Now according to the pre-millennialist – there are two different programs of God for two 

different groups of people. There is a program for the Jews and there is a separate 

program for the Gentiles. The church age just happens to a stop-gap in God’s program 

with Israel. However, as we have seen over the last couple of weeks, the scripture does 

not bear this out. But to the Pre-millennial teacher, all of God’s programs were setup with 

Israel. So according the to the pre-millennialists, the church is a parenthesis in the 

program of God. Let’s see what the scripture says about this.   

 

Revelation 1:5-6 

John changes tenses on the verbs – He loves us and released us from our sins by His 

blood and made us to be a kingdom and priests. Those changes are no accident. They are 

hereby designed to prove that the present tense love of Jesus Christ for you has been 

proven by a past event in history. And what act was that? The act of freeing you from 

your bondage to sins at the cross. That event is here expressed by the term the shedding 

of His blood. 

 

Think about those images – freed, released, delivered from bondage by blood. Does that 

strike up any Old Testament images in your mind? How about the slaughter of the 

sacrificial lamb at the Passover? It was the final event of deliverance of God’s people 

when He freed them from Egyptian bondage through the shedding of the blood of the 

sacrificial lamb – the Exodus. What did all of that anticipate? It was anticipating a far 

more significant rescue – the freeing of people from the bondage of sin at the cost of the 

self sacrifice of the Lamb of God – Jesus Christ.  

 

But this love of Jesus Christ did not only save us from something but also saved us for 

something – not only what He has done for us but what He has made of us. He has made 

us to be a kingdom and priests to serve His God and father. This sounds like a familiar 

story.  

 

Three months after the exodus, written in Exodus 19, the Israelites arrive at Mount Sinai. 

Then Moses climbs to the top of the mountain where God gives him all the instructions 

for the Old Covenant, including the Ten Commandments. God told him: 

 

Exodus 19:4-6 

What was God’s purpose for the Passover which resulted in Israel’s deliverance from 

bondage? God wanted to bring this nation to Himself amongst all the others and make 

them a Holy nation and He wanted to make them a kingdom of priests. All they had to do 

was obey His voice and keep His covenant. What was the purpose of the priesthood? 

They were to mediate for God, to offer sacrifices for the people and teach people about 

God and His laws. This was all to be brought about by Israel’s deliverance out of Egypt 

by the shedding of blood – the sacrificial lamb.  

 

This is what John has in mind in Revelation. He takes Exodus 19 and he now applies it to 

the church. Of all the people on earth, Jesus Christ loves us. He loves us right now and 

how can we know this. He has freed us from the bondage of your sin by His shed blood 

and he has made us to be a kingdom and priests.  
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So we are now the very thing that God had promised that Israel would be. It is not a 

kingdom defined by territorial terms but relational terms – a community of people over 

whom the promised king now reigns. This is who we are. We are the kingdom of God. 

And beyond all of that, he has made us to be priesthood – spiritual community of people 

responsible to mediate for God and to offer sacrifices to God and to teach the rest of the 

world who God is. This is who we are. 

 

I Peter 2:4-12 

The apostle applies to the church all of those ancient designations of Israel. You are a 

chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for God’s own possession. This 

is who we are – kingdom, priests, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for God’s 

own possession. This is who Jesus Christ has made us to be. So let’s think about the 

status and esteem that belongs to us.  

 

Back to the words in Revelation 1: Let’s think about what these words would have meant 

to the 7 Asia Minor churches to whom they were written. This was a time of tremendous 

Christian persecution under Roman authority. There were many Christians being put to 

death so these Christian would have been struggling with the question of whether Jesus 

loved them, based on their external circumstances. So John is trying to communicate that 

even though Rome seems to have the upper hand, we are God’s chosen people and His 

priesthood. Through the love of Jesus Christ and by His shed blood of being the perfect 

sacrificial lamb (I Corinthians 5:7), we are the eternal kingdom, the very priesthood of 

Jesus Christ, and according to Daniel 7 (Daniel 7:18-25), a kingdom of the saints of the 

most high that will endure forever. This is proof John says of how much Jesus Christ is 

loving you right now. It is the praiseworthy accomplishments of our savior.   

 

Have you caught the staggering importance of this? The Revelation is a book that shows 

us the final fulfillment of all God’s promises. What then is John getting at when he takes 

this Exodus language and he applies it to the church? He is not simply comparing the 

church to Israel; he is saying that the church now functions as Israel and fulfills Israel.  

 

In Exodus 19, the language is future oriented. God told Moses “you will be a kingdom of 

priests” But in Revelation chapter 1, it is written as an accomplished fact. He has made us 

to be a kingdom of priests. We are now Israel fulfilled.  

 

Summary 

Drawing upon the language from the Old Testament, John shows us that everything the 

Passover and Exodus prefigured has now been realized in Jesus Christ on behalf of the 

church. He loves us. How? He has freed us from the bondage of sin (A New Exodus) 

through His blood (A New Passover) and thus established the church (A New Israel). He 

has made us to be a kingdom and priests – the people on whom all of the promises given 

by God have been realized. 

 

 

Who are the true Jews today? 
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Romans 2:25-29 

So according to God, a Jew is not one who is a Jew outwardly but one who is a Jew 

inwardly – they have been circumcised of the heart. What does it mean to be circumcised 

of the heart? 

• Colossians 2:11-12 – the circumcision of the heart is the same as the 

circumcision that is done without hands. It happens in your immersion into Christ. 

That is the only way to have a circumcised heart. 

 

Revelation 3:9 

The church at Philadelphia was of course a Gentile church. But John is referring to a 

group of ethnic Israelites who are not Christians in these terms: they claim to be Jews 

though they are not. Then he calls these ethnic Israelites who were not Christians a 

synagogue of Satan. They are not Jews at all. 

 

This is an amazing verse but it cannot be understood unless viewed from its Old 

Testament context. When Ezekiel and Isaiah wrote prophetically of Israel’s future, there 

was a theme they kept returning to again and again. It was this – one day in the future, 

Israel would be triumphant over her enemies and that the Gentiles would come and bow 

down before them in faith to her God.  

 

Isaiah 60:14 

Isaiah 45:14 

What is in view is the final triumph of Israel and the subsequent conversion of the Gentile 

nations. So now in the back-end of the Bible which teaches us how to interpret the front-

end of the Bible, Jesus turns this upside down. It is not the Gentiles that are brought 

before Jews to bow down to them, but it is the ethnic Jewish persecutors of the church 

who will come to acknowledge that the church is the true Israel of God. And they will 

realize that they are the pagans in need of salvation. Why was this to be? It would happen 

this way because the promised Messiah died for her (the church). They will acknowledge 

that Jesus loved the church and gave Himself up for her (Galatians 2:20; Ephesians 5:2; 

Ephesians 5:25). So let us interpret all of the Old Testament prophecies the way that the 

New Testament does. 

 

 

Who is the true circumcision today? 

 
Philippians 3:1-6 

Paul here is comparing the glory of the true circumcision – those who worship God in 

Spirit and truth and comparing them to the false circumcision. Those of the false 

circumcision appear to be Jews that follow the Law.  

  

Ephesians 2:11-22             

Since we are now part of the true circumcision, we are now part of the commonwealth of 

Israel and we were put there by the blood of Jesus Christ. We are no longer strangers and 

aliens but we are now members of the commonwealth of Israel.  
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Galatians 6:12-18 

We are now the Israel of God and the true Circumcision of Christ. 

 

How emphatic can the New Testament be? We are the Holy Nation of God – II Peter. We 

are a Holy Priesthood – II Peter. We are the people for Gods own possession – II Peter.  

We are the seed of Abraham – Galatians 3. We are the true circumcision – Philippians 3. 

We are the chosen people – Colossians 3. We are the true Jews of today – Romans 2. We 

are the Israel of God – Galatians 6. We are those to whom all the promises of God have 

come to fulfillment – II Corinthians 1. It seems to me that unless a person has been 

conditioned to read the Bible in a manner contrary to its most obvious meaning, one 

cannot fail to see that the church of Jesus Christ is Israel fulfilled.  

 

 

What about God’s Plan for the physical nation of Israel today? 
 

Galatians 4:21-23 

So here we see Abraham again and this section of scripture is referring to his two sons – 

and one of those sons was born according to the flesh and the other was through a 

promise. Now we must think back to our lesson from Genesis 15. Abraham was telling 

God that he was old and that he had no children even though he was long past child 

producing years. But God told him that one born of his own flesh would be his heir. Then 

later Isaac was born through this promise of God. 

 

Galatians 4:24-25 

So here we see Paul mention that Hagar corresponds to the physical covenant that was 

given at Mount Sinai. Which covenant would that be referring to? That would of course 

be referring to the Old Testament where the Ten Commandments were given at Mount 

Sinai. And it is mentioned that Hagar is representing physical Jerusalem in this allegory – 

where they are slaves. Slaves to what? Sin (John 8:34, Romans 6:6). 

 

Galatians 4:26-28 

But we, the Jerusalem from above, those under the New Covenant are free – free from 

what? Sin (Matthew 1:21;Romans 6:7,18,22). We are the children of the promise – those 

of the Holy Spirit. We are the spiritual sons of Abraham, heirs according to promise.  

  

Galatians 4:29 

So Ishmael mocked Isaac – him born of the flesh mocked the son born of the promise. 

And what happened?   

 

Galatians 4:30 

Ishmael was cast out of Abraham’s house with his mother Hagar, no more to return to 

Abraham’s house. Ishmael, born of the flesh, would never be an heir with Isaac, who was 

born of the promise. But remember in this allegory, Paul is comparing physical Israel to 

those Christians born of the promise. So what happened? Physical Israel was cast from 

the plan of God and she will no longer be an heir with the children of promise (or the 
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church)  

 

Galatians 4:31 

So we are the children of the free woman and thus born of the promise (the indwelling 

Holy Spirit) and Israel has been cast out and will not return. Now the citizens of Israel are 

free to take part in the redemption plan of God but there is nothing left for physical Israel. 

Israel is no more important to God today than the US, Canada, Russia, China or Togo. 

Israel served the purpose of God. It was through them that whole plan was put together. 

They were the holders of the oracles of God and it was going to be through them that the 

savior was to be born. And it was going to be there story that was used throughout the 

New Testament to prove that the Church is the culmination of God’s plan. There is no 

future plan for Israel. 

 

 

Romans 9-11 
 

Romans 9:1-5 

Paul obviously has a great affection for his Jewish brethren. He does not want to see them 

perish. Plus in these verses, you can see all the things that the Jews were given to point 

the way for the Messiah to come. They had all the promises, temple sacrifices, the 

fathers, the Law, the covenants and adoptions as sons. But as Paul mentions here, they 

are separated from Christ. 

 

Romans 9:6-8 

Paul now mentions who the true Jews actually are – it is not those who are descendants of 

Abraham but those who are born of the promise (or the Holy Spirit) as we saw last week.  

 

Romans 9:23-26 

Notice in this section that there would be groups of people who were not of God but then 

would be called His people. This message as it says in verse 24 was for both Jew and 

Gentile – so there would be both Jew and Gentile that were not His people but then 

would become part of His people. 

 

Romans 9:27 

So it is not all Israel that will be saved, but only the remnant. 

What is a remnant? That is usually the name that is given to those Jews that came back 

after the deportation work on rebuilding the temple. A remnant means a “small surviving 

group of people.” So Paul’s point here is that there was always a small percentage of 

Jews that were followers of God all along – whether that be in Egypt, the wilderness, or 

the Promised Land.  

 

Romans 9:28-33 

So the Gentiles pursued a righteousness that was by faith whereas the Jews pursued a 

righteousness by works of the Law – and the second plan is not going to work. Why? 

Because Christ took away righteousness by works of the Law at the cross. Now all 

righteousness comes through faith in Jesus Christ. And the Jew stumbled over this 
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stumbling stone.  

 

Romans 10:1 

Again, Paul loved the Jews and it was his earnest desire to really get them turned around. 

  

Romans 10:2-5 

The Jews were still seeking their own righteousness (which is what the Law produced) 

rather than the righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ 

 

Romans 10:11-13 

God has taken away the distinctions between Jew and Greek. It does not matter what your 

background is anymore – all salvation must come through Jesus Christ. There is one plan 

for all of mankind – faith in Jesus Christ. 

 

Romans 10:18-21 

So the Gentiles found God even though they were not searching for Him necessarily. But 

the Jews did not. God says that He had stretched out His hands to a disobedient and 

obstinate people. This of course He was referring to Israel but God always has His hands 

out to guilty people wanting them to come to Him. 

 

Romans 11:1-5 

So God has not rejected His people and it is the remnant that will be saved – a small 

group of them.  

  

Romans 11:6-10 

So the Gentiles found God but the Jews did not. The Jews had all of the advantages of 

coming to God but they could not get past all of their traditions and physical nature of the 

Law. They were looking for a physical savior and king. But that is not the kind of king 

that Christ was going to be. So God hardened the hearts of the Jews.   

 

Romans 11:11-15 

But notice that Paul is working on saving some of these Jews that were hardened. He 

really had a love for his brethren. He was trying to save some of them. That means most 

would be lost but he was looking for that remnant. 

 

Romans 11:16-24 

What God is working on here is that the Gentiles should not get to conceited about their 

Christianity. The natural branches in this story refer to the physical Jews. The wild olive 

would be a reference to the Gentiles but in this case have been grafted into the cultivated 

Olive Tree (the church). And they are being supported by the root – the Jewish heritage 

and One who came through the Jewish line – Jesus Christ. But Paul warns them to be 

careful because they can be removed from the cultivated tree again.  

 

Romans 11:25 

From the beginning of the church on Pentecost, 30 AD, until the destruction of the temple 

and Jerusalem, 70 AD, God had a percentage of Israel who persecuted the church but 
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who would at some point become Christians. Paul told the Gentile Christians in Rome 

that he did not want them to be uninformed about this secret of God's. Once all those who 

had been invited to the wedding feast refused to come, then God burned Jerusalem with 

fire, and sent His armies to destroy them. And with the fulness of the Gentiles come in, 

His messengers were to go into the streets and invite all to come to the wedding feast 

(Matthew 22:1-14). But this had not happened yet as Paul wrote to Rome. There were 

still some Jewish persecutors of the church who would turn to Jesus. 

 

Romans 11:26-27 

All Israel would be saved. As Paul had said earlier in this letter, "They are not all Israel 

who are descended from Israel" (Romans 9:6). All Israel is defined as those Jews would 

would take part in the New Covenant and follow Christ, rather than the Law.  

 

Romans 11:28-29 

Paul himself was a good example. Hardened for a period of time against the gospel, he 

was a violent persecutor of Christians, and an enemy of the church. Yet he was chosen 

from his mother's womb to be an apostle; and when God decided that he had advanced 

far enough in the ranks of the Pharisees and leadership of Israel, He removed the 

hardening. God's gift and God's calling was irrevocable; Paul was always willing, but 

God used him in the affairs of men to maximize the impact of the gospel! 

 

Romans 11:30-32 

So Paul wants these Gentile Christians to show mercy to the Jewish Christians that were 

coming into the church. The Jewish Christians were being shown the same mercy by God 

as had come upon the Gentile Christians. And they were being shown that mercy now. 

This was not going to take place in the future. It was taking place as Paul was writing the 

book of Romans – All Israel was being saved.     

 

Summary of Romans 9-11  

The mercy of God extended to the Gentiles – in order to provoke envy and jealousy 

among broken off Jews who upon their repentance and immersions into Christ are re-

grafted back into the tree of Gods covenant. Unbelieving Jews are in no better condition 

than un-believing Gentiles. God’s community is the church. Israel is not the covenant 

community of God, the church is. This church is Israel fulfilled – the people who love 

and embrace their Messiah – the one who was born of Israel.  

 

Thus Christians are now the true Israel of God. The church was God’s plan from the 

beginning and it was all going to be based on the coming of the indwelling Holy Spirit. 

We are the true Jew of today. We are the true circumcision. We are the true priesthood 

and the kingdom that was to come. These are spiritual in nature. The church is not a 

parenthesis in the program of God, we are the program of God. 


